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Best Practices Grants

Overview
Bikes Belong recognizes the power and potential of sharing the best models of bike infrastructure and policy with influential U.S. leaders.  The Bicycling Design Best Practices Program exists to help these leaders speed the process of improving bicycling experiences in major U.S. cities with an eye toward world-class transportation systems.  Program elements include international study tours and domestic workshops in some of the most advanced bicycling cities; web resources and inspiration for city and state leaders; and support for technical guidance and training programs that give transportation professionals the tools to build safer, more appealing bikeways and other world-class facilities.

In 2011 Bikes Belong is expanding the Best Practices Program by offering grant funding to cities to support implementation of bicycle improvements based on experiences from the Best Practices study tours and workshops.  The Best Practices Grants aim to jumpstart a participating city’s ability to put proven and effective bicycling elements in place, advance the state of bicycle transportation practices nationally, measure the return in increased ridership and safety, and make the case for additional improvements while having a positive effect on bicycling in the short term.

Criteria
· At least one representative from the city, county, or state government must have attended a Best Practices study trip within the last two years

· The funding must be used for a bicycle facility project and the applicant must connect the project plans to experiences from the Best Practices Program

· The project must be completed within one year of receiving the grant funding

· Applicant must include plans to measure success of the facility; measurement may include increases in ridership, improvements in safety, economic impacts, or other evaluation tool
Grant Range
Bikes Belong will award 2-3 grants ranging in size from $10,000 - $25,000

Timeline
The deadline for applications is October 28, 2011.  Grants will be awarded in early January 2012. Recipients must report back by January 1, 2013

Contact
For additional information, please contact Zoe Kircos, Grants Manager, at 303-449-4893 x5, zoe@bikesbelong.org
